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Common Name: Eurasian ruffe  

Latin Name: Gymnocephalus cernuus 

Category: Bacteria, Aquatic Plant, Aquatic Animal, Terrestrial Animal, Terrestrial Animal 

Place of Origin: “Northern Europe and Asia (Berg 1949; Wheeler 1978; Page and Burr 1991) 
(http://nas.er.usgs.gov/fishes/accounts/percidae/gy_cernu.html.” 

Place of Introduction: The St. Louis River at the border of Minnesota and Wisconsin (Pratt et al. 1992). 

Date of Introduction: 1986 (Pratt et al. 1992), possibly as early as 1982-1983 (Ruffe Task Force 1992). 

Life History: “In Europe, the ruffe generally matures and begins to reproduce in two or three years, but it may mature in one year in 
warmer waters. It spawns between mid-April and July, depending on location, water temperature and preferred years. An average 
female can produce 130,00 to 200,000 eggs per season (http://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/greatlakesfish/fruffe1.html).” 

Growth/Size: 25 cm 

Attitude (aggressive, etc.): “The ruffe has affected fish populations in other areas where introduced. In Scotland, native perch 
populations declined, and in Russia whitefish numbers have declined because of egg predation by ruffe (McLean 1993). Ruffe exhibit 
rapid growth and high reproductive output, and adapt to a wide range of habitat types (McLean 1993); therefore the species may pose 
a threat to native North American fish. Yellow perch Perca flavescens, emerald shiners Notropis atherinoides, and trout-perch 
Percopsis omiscomaycus have all declined since the introduction of this fish, although the association is not clear (McLean 1993). 
There is much concern that ruffe may have a detrimental effect on more desirable species in Lake Superior, such as yellow perch and 
walleye, by feeding on the young of these species (Raloff 1992), or by competing for food (McLean 1993). Savino and Kolar (1996) 
conducted a laboratory study to test for competition for food between ruffe and yellow perch. They found that competition could 
occur between the two species but that the outcome would not always be clear. Each species exhibited competitive advantages and 
disadvantages. Ogle et al. (1995) studied the diet of introduced ruffe inhabiting the St. Louis estuary. Their findings indicated that the 
species prey heavily on benthic insects thereby suggesting that ruffe compete for food with yellow perch, trout-perch, and other native 
benthic-feeding fishes (http://nas.er.usgs.gov/fishes/accounts/percidae/gy_cernu.html).” 

Physical Description: “Distinguishing characteristics were provided by Wheeler (1969, 1978), Maitland (1977), Page and Burr 
(1991), and McLean (1993) (http://nas.er.usgs.gov/fishes/accounts/percidae/gy_cernu.html).” 
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